



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
9THIRTY THEATRE COMPANY ANNOUNCES THEIR ECO-THEATRE  EXPERIENCE INITIATIVE,  PLANTING THE SEED
PREMIERES NEW WORK, “A BLIGHT CHRISTMAS”
Choreographed by Indah Boyle, Courtney Cooke, Catherine Galasso,

Celia Rowlson-Hall, & Anne Versluis
New York, NY- December 8th, 2008 -   9Thirty Theatre Company (9TTC), a non-profit eco-theater company, will premiere A Blight Christmas on December 15th as the last installment of their first-year initiative, Planting the Seed.  A Blight Christmas is choreographed by Indah Boyle, Courtney Cooke, Catherine Galasso, Celia Rowlson-Hall, & Anne Versluis. This theatrical dance piece follows the story of a modern family during the holiday, but in a world where snow no longer exists due to global warming. We invite you into their home to explore the raw excitement and joy of Christmas with family...until reality sets in.
9TTC’s A Blight Christmas is made up of an ensemble of edgy and innovative dancers including: Indah Boyle, Courtney Cooke, Catherine Galasso, Celia Rowlson-Hall, Anne Versluis, Dale Harris, Kathryn Logan, Kyleigh Sackandy, Stephanie Waddell, & Brandon Whited. A Blight Christmas opens on Monday, December 15th at 8PM, and run the 17th, 18th, and 19th at 8PM, and the 21st at 2PM @ Penthouse One, Shetler Studios, 244 W. 54th St, NYC 10019. Tickets are available at www.smarttix.com or www.9TTC.org.  They wish to spread a message of peace to community that doesn’t normally have access to live theatre in a time when pockets are empty to spread laughter and relief.
9TTC’s development began when North Carolina School of the Arts alumni Jeffrey Burroughs recognized the need in the city to blend eco-friendly practices and methods with art disciplines.  “I wanted this first season’s theme Planting the Seed to be the seed of change in the way we think of eco issues relating to art and theatre.  I founded 9TTC to provide impassioned artists with a platform to challenge social issues and ask questions through our work.  We need to incorporate the environment and eco-friendly practices into all areas of our lives-- including theatre,” says Burroughs.  
9TTC’s initiative continues with its 2009-2010 season, Nature Takes Its Course. It begins with events including a music festival to celebrate Groundhogs Day, A Fresh Assortment, a series of EcoOne-Acts, and two new web series, Green Tip and Adventure Team.  9TTC is committed to raise the bar for sustainable artistic theater in collaboration with green architects and designers. Also, to develop artistic programs that pair agricultural experiences with art classes for city kids; working with studio spaces around Manhattan to help promote the use of energy-saving techniques; using recycled and reused costume material and stage lumber; and promoting local green businesses. This year, playwright, Craig Lucas, actor Anthony Rapp joined 9TTC’s artistic advisory board.
About 9Thirty Theatre Company (9TTC) 
9TTC (www.9ttc.org) is one of the first of its kind of eco-theatre companies in the country.  Founded by the University of North Carolina School of the Arts Alumni, Jeffrey Burroughs.  9TTC is dedicated to cultivating creativity and artists as we work towards viable solutions for a sustainable future.  9TTC is committed to fostering new works of artistic excellence, reaching a broad audience that reflects New York City’s diverse population and providing artistic and eco-friendly programs and performances that stimulate community awareness and action. With a vision to become New York City’s premier environmental-cultural Institution by providing unparalleled artistic eco-experiences, and programs that nurture emerging artists and our environment.
Press Contact:  Jeff Burroughs, 718.406.9892, jeff@9TTC.org
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