



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

9THIRTY THEATRE COMPANY ANNOUNCES THEIR ECO-THEATRE  EXPERIENCE INITIATIVE,  PLANTING THE SEED
PREMIERES NEW WORK, “LYSISTRATA, NOW”
Starring Broadway’s Rebecca Naomi Jones , Featuring Ashley Morris,
Directed By Aaron Gonzalez and Justin Eure,  Adapted by Jeff Burroughs

New York, NY- September 26, 2008-   9Thirty Theatre Company (9TTC), a non-profit eco-theater company, will premiere Lysistrata, Now on October 19 for their first-year initiative, Planting the Seed.  Lysistrata, Now is a fresh adaptation of the anti-war, feminist Greek comedy Lysistrata.  This modernized version of the Classic is infused with live blues & folk music and tells the tale of a group of politically-charged women who band together to fight for peace.  
9TTC’s Lysistrata, Now is starring Rebecca Naomi Jones* (Passing Strange), featuring Ashley Morris* (Die Mommie Die!), directed by Aaron Gonzalez and Justin Eure, with music by Andrew Pastides* and Joe Binder* and lyrics written and adapted by Jeffrey Burroughs. Lysistrata, Now is playing three nights only on Sunday, October 19, Monday, October 20, and the following Monday, October 27 @ 7PM at Athens Square Park in Astoria, Queens. 

9TTC’s development began when North Carolina School of the Arts alumni Jeffrey Burroughs recognized the need in the city to blend eco-friendly practices and methods with art disciplines.  “I wanted this first season’s theme Planting the Seed to be the seed of change in the way we think of eco issues relating to art and theatre.  I founded 9TTC to provide impassioned artists with a platform to challenge social issues and ask questions through our work.  We need to incorporate the environment and eco-friendly practices into all areas of our lives-- including theatre,” says Burroughs.  
9TTC’s Planting the Seed initiative will continue with events including A Fresh Assortment, a festival of One-Acts, an untitled dance piece by Celia Rowlson-Hall and At The End Of The Day, an original play, and two new web series, Polar Bear & The Boy and  Adventure Team.  9TTC is committed to raise the bar for sustainable artistic theater in collaboration with green architects and designers. Also, to develop artistic programs that pair agricultural experiences with art classes for city kids; working with studio spaces around Manhattan to help promote the use of energy-saving techniques; using recycled and reused costume material and stage lumber; and promoting local green businesses. This year, playwright, Craig Lucas, actor Anthony Rapp joined 9TTC’s advisory board.
About 9Thirty Theatre Company (9TTC) 

9TTC (www.9ttc.org) is one of the first of its kind of eco-theatre companies in the country.   Founded by the University of North Carolina School of the Arts Alumni, Jeffrey Burroughs, 9TTC develops and supports new works, serving as a platform for the bond between environmental causes and art.  9TTC is dedicated to cultivating creativity and growing artists who work towards viable solutions for a sustainable future.  9TTC  is committed to foster new works that achieve artistic excellence, multicultural casting, reach a wide demographic of class, age, and race, and provide programs and performances lead by industry experts that plant artistic, eco-friendly experiences. 

*Appearing Courtesy of Actor's Equity Association, Equity Approved Showcase 

Press Contact:  Leah Sparkes, Sparkes PR, 917.817.4049, sparkespr@gmail.com
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